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About fourteen years ago, Drew Schulz of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, collected a large quantity of Tillandsia ionantha near the city of Vera Cruz, Mexico. Nothing un​usual appeared until 1971 when Drew was surprised to find a plant that turned bright yel​low in the center and produced flowers with white petals (fig. 8), in contrast with the plant that blushes red and has violet flowers (the name ionantha refers to the color violet). One by one, more of the unusual yellow plants appeared in that original group until six were found. Those six were given lots of tender loving care.

The cultivar name, "Druid' was selected to give an aura of mystery, while incor​porating the collector's name.

When not in bloom, T. ionantha `Druid' looks like the common ionantha: it is a miniature rosette, only two-three inches tall, and the leaves are covered with silvery

scales. It should be mounted, not potted, and can be grown in shady to nearly full sun locations. Spring is the usual blooming time.

While Tillandsia ionantha has many different sizes and shapes, few tillandsias in bloom command more admira​tion. Now, T. ionantha `Druid' joins this variety-filled group and introduces a strikingly dif​ferent color. Nature is full of surprises!
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